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Kipchoge suffers rare defeat in
London Marathon on rainy da
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Ethiopian Kitata
wins a thriller

Ethiopian Shura Kitata out-
sprinted Kenya's Vincent
Kipchumba to win a thrilling
London Marathon yesterday
as a stunned world record
holder Eliud Kipchoge faded
late in the race to suffer his
first defeat since 2013.

In cold, wet conditions, 24-
year-old Kitata edged clear in
the final metres to win by one
second over Kipchumba in a
relatively slow two hours, 05.41
minutes.

Sisay Lemma of Ethiopia
was third in 2:5.35, with Kip-
choge, the hot favourite, who in
his last race a year ago became
the only man to break the two
hour mark for the distance,
eighth in 2:06.49 having suf-
fered cramp and a blocked ear.

In the absence of injured Ke-
nenisa Bekele, Kipchoge was
widely expected to lift a fifth
London crown but was never
able to impose his usual speed
in the relentless cold rain.

He was in a pack who went
through halfway in just under
63 minutes - very pedestrian in

Ethiopia's Shura Kitata wins the elite men's race

relation to his recent races, not
least his official world record

the field began to realize that,
perhaps, Kipchoge was strug-

lacked his usual smoothness.
At one point the leaders

The tall Kipchumba looked
as if he would do it as he edged

hind a then-world record in his
second outing over the dis-

of 2:01.39 set in Berlin two gling. clocked a five minute mile, a ahead, but Kitata fought back tance in Berlin in 2013.
years ago. They were right. virtual jog at elite level. magnificently to take the tape. “I'm really disappointed, I
Ethiopians Lemma and The favourite, whose face Then, as never previously Kitata, who finished second had a problem with my right

Tamirat Tola, both sporting
woollen hats to stave off the
cold, took up the running as

never usually gives any indica-
tion of suffering, was showing
the occasional grimace and he
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seen during his all-conquering
career, Kipchoge, 35, broke,
dropping back from a pack of
six with just over three miles
to go.

As the pace eventually
picked up it was down to three,
shoulder to shoulder, as they
entered The Mall in a finish
more like an 800m race than a
marathon.

in London in 2018, thanked his
missing compatriot for his vic-
tory.

“Kenenisa Bekele was help-
ing me for this race and he ad-
vised me how to run,” he said.
“I trained for the same course,
Tam very happy to win.”

Kipchoge had won 12 of his
13 previous marathons - the
blip being a second place be-

ear after it blocked, and then I
really cramped and had prob-
lems with my hip from about
the last 15 km,” he said.

“It’s really cold but I don’t
blame the conditions and I'm
still there to come back again.”

Earlier, Kenyan  world
record holder Brigid Kosgei
was a comfortable winner of
the women'’s race in 2:18.58 as
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Although there
was no mass field
this year, around
40,000 people are
running the dis-
tance at venues of
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Administration queries may be directed to the Supply Chain Office from the Nkangala District Municipality at 013 249 2103/ 04/ 05/ 06 / Q7 / 2096/ 2110/2158.

Nkangala District Municipality
www.nkangaladm.gov.za | 013 249 2000

millions of pounds
for charities hard
hit by the cancella-
tion of the April
race. - Reuters
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