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Maties get in Matt for
Varsity Cup campaign

Proudfoot to lead
coaching staff

By Liam Del Carme

Former Springbok and Eng-
land assistant coach Matt
Proudfoot will join Maties as a
consulting head coach for this
ye ar ’s Varsity Cup.

It is a  significant boost to
their coaching staff after coach
Norman Jordaan joined West-
ern Province.

Jordaan, a former Spring-
bok scrumhalf, left Matafter
just one year in the job.

“Matthew Proudfoot, ex-
Springbok and England assis-
tant coach, will take up the role
of consultant head coach of the
Maties team for the duration of
the Varsity Cup competition,”
the club said.

Proudfoot became a free
agent amid sweeping changes
in the England set-up that
saw Eddie Jones de-
part and Steve
Borthwick ar-
rive as
he ad
co ach.
Proud -
foo t,
wh o
re -
ce ived
a World
Cup win-
ner ’s
medal as
an assis-
tant coach
in the
Springbok set-
up in 2019, joined
Jones at England after
that tournament.

When Jones was shown the
door after a poor run last year,
Proudfoot opted to move on.

Matt Proudfoot agreed to
step down after three years un-
der former England senior
me n’s head coach Eddie Jones,
according to RFU executive di-
rector of performance rugby
Conor O’She a.

“We are very grateful to Matt
for all he has done for England
and wish him every success in
his next career move,” he said.

Proudfoot added: “It has
been a privilege to be part of
the team for the last three
ye ar s. ”

The former Scotland inter-
national won’t have time to
ease into the job as Maties start
their Varsity Cup campaign
with a home  clash against old

foes Ikeys on Febru-
ary 20.

Kol i s i’s move to France
will allow Boks skipper
‘more family time’
SA captain to join
Racing 92 after
World Cup

Captain Siya Kolisi is set to move base to Europe after leading Springboks in the World Cup to be hosted
in France later this year. / P I E R  M A R C O  T A C C A / G E T T Y  I M A G E S

By Athenkosi Tsotsi

Springbok captain Siya Kolisi
has confirmed he will join
French side Racing 92 after
this year’s Rugby World Cup
hosted by France.

Kolisi, who has been in sub-
lime form recently for the Boks
and his franchise the Sharks,
is set  to be given an  early re-
lease from his contract with
the Durban-based side, allow-
ing the move overseas to hap-
p en.

At Racing 92, Kolisi will link
up with fellow countrymen
Trevor Nyakane and Warrick
Gelant and will likely grow his
brand in Europe.

In a statement released via
his social media, Kolisi said
the prospect of spending more
time with his family is what
made the transfer to Racing 92
more appealing.

“The move to Racing 92 will
enable me to spend more time
with my family, which is
something I have longed for,
and this prospect certainly
played a significant part in my
de cision - m ak i ng, ” read the
statement by Kolisi.

“Not many athletes get the
chance to write the chapters of
the respective stories, and I
view this challenge in France
as an opportunity to do this.

“Indeed, it has been an in-
credible collaborative effort be-
tween The Sharks and Racing
92 that has enabled me to start
a new chapter in my career af-

ter the 2023 World Cup,” he
s aid .

Kolisi joined the Sharks in
2021 from the Stormers, and
took time for him to settle
down at the Durban-based
s ide.

The Sharks eased him into
their system and are now see-
ing the best of him in the Unit-
ed Rugby Championship
(URC) and Champions Cup.

Although they are losing a
world class player and a huge
influencer in Kolisi, the
Sharks are happy to let him go.

“His well-documented and
commendable leadership
qualities extend far beyond the
playing field and this is none
more so evident than his in-
volvement with the launch of
the Players First programme,
as well as his commitment in
the expansion of the Sharks
brand to a global market,”
Sharks CEO Eduard Coetzee
told the union’s media depart-
me nt.

“His move to France is a new
and exciting opportunity and
we could not be happier for
h i m.

“We are blessed to have him
don the black and white jersey,
and we know that over the
next few months, he will con-
tinue to  give back to  the team
and our fans,” he said.

Kolisi and the Sharks will be
in URC action on Saturday
when they take on the Irish
province Galway Greyhound
Stadium (7.15pm).

Matt
P ro u d fo o t
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