24 Sport

November 4 Sowetan

Maduka hails his players after

Lantshene Phalane of Royal AM challenges Thamsanga Gabuza of SuperSport
United during the DStv Premiership clash at Chatsworth Stadium. Royal won 2-1.
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‘We believe we can't lose
until the last whistle’

By Neville Khoza

Royal AM coach John Maduka hailed his
side’s never say die attitude after they
came from behind to win 2-1 against Su-
perSport United in the DStv Premiership
match at Chatsworth Stadium on Tues-
day.

It is not the first time that Royal showed
the same fighting spirit. They have won
games while they were in a losing or draw
position towards the end.

It was a case when they beat Maritzburg
United 2-1 last month before coming from
a 0-2 down to force a draw against Maru-
mo Gallants.

Against SuperSport, they were also 0-1
down, but their never-say-die attitude
propelled them to another victory as
they scored twice in injury time through
Zukile Mkhize and Menzi Masuku.

“We are a team that believes we
can’t lose the game until the last whistle,”
Maduka told the club media department.

“We kept on pushing until we got the
equaliser and the second goal - that’s the
fighting spirit we have in the team.”

Despite the character they showed in
the end, Maduka was not entirely pleased
with his boys” performance, especially in
the first half.

another late, late comeback win

“First half we could not even create any
chances. It was not us. We intended to
play like them whereby we tried to play
more long balls, which is not our game,”
he said.

“We were not patient enough and
waited for the right moment to be able to
punish them, but in the second half, after
we spoke, we showed an improved perfor-
mance.

“After introducing attacking players
like Ndumiso Mabena and Masuku, we
managed to take the game away from
them and created a couple of chances.

“First half was bad. We didn’t play the
way we wanted, but in the second half, we
improved.”

Meanwhile, SuperSport coach Kaitano
Tembo took a swipe at defender Luke
Fleurs, describing his red card as stupid as
that changed their approach.

“I think we had a very good start. We
put them under a lot of pressure and we
had opportunities.

“We were on the offensive from the
beginning and I think we had two or
three chances that we didn’t take,” Tembo
said.

“But I think the game changed when
Fleurs got booked for something I think
was a bit stupid thing to do, I mean throw-
ing a ball away knowing that you are on a
yellow card.

“For me, that’s a moment which turned
everything very disappointing.”

Relief for German as he
finally gets off the mark

By Charles Baloyi

TS Galaxy coach Sead Ramovic breathed
a sigh of relief after he helped the Rockets
register their first DStv Premiership vic-
tory.

The Rockets defeated Baroka 2-1 at the
Mbombela Stadium in Mpumalanga on
Tuesday. Sinethemba Mngomezulu can-
celled out Evidence Makgopa’s opener

Ramovic aims high after
Galaxy’s first league win

with Menzi Ndwandwe grabbing the win-
ning goal in added time.

Ramovic, 42, praised his players for
their never-say-die attitude, and he wants
them to cherish their first win and use it to
boost their confidence.

“We started the game well and we had a
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lot of speed and ball possession. We had a
lot of transition and we had chances to
score. They had one chance and scored.
We showed character to recover from a
goal down to win the game. I am happy for
the players and the club,” said a relieved
Ramovic.

He hopes they will improve and win
more games as he highlighted the impor-
tance of their first league win. “We are on
the right track. We have to keep on work-
ing hard and show our mental strength.

This win will boost the confidence of the
players. They believed in themselves. We
have a great team and their quality is there
for all to see.”

The Rockets will play against Super-
Sport United at the Lucas Moripe Stadi-
um on Friday at 5.30pm.

“Let us enjoy this win first and let it sink
in that we eventually won a game. We had
a difficult period and we lost the last two
games since I took charge of the club. We
want to enjoy this win because we deserve
it. We have to build on this result.

“I don’t want to talk about the next
game. I want us to cherish this moment
and see the management smiling for a
change. We will talk about the next game
when we get back to training,” added
Ramovic.

Sead Ramovic
of TS Galaxy FC
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